
As I have been studying the book of Acts, I could not help but see that the church was of one 
mind and soul. This takes Great Humility: Acts 4:32 And the multitude of them that believed 
were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he 
possessed was his own; but they had all things common. 

Notice the heart, they did not claim their own things as their own, but that they had all things 
common.  This wasnôt to say that there was community ownership, but that there was a heart of 
family, Mi Casa es Su Casa.  Greed was not present and everyone helped to meet everyone 
elseôs needs.  They were living the two greatest commandments, Love the Lord God will all 
your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and Love your neighbor as yourselves.  Pride of having 
and shame of not having was not present because they lived as having one heart and one soul! 

What is pride?  The primary Greek word used in the New Testament that is translated ñproudò 
is hoop-er-ayô-fan-os and it means appearing above other, haughty, proud.  It is seen most viv-
idly in the parable of the Pharisee and the Publican found in Luke 18:9-14 where the Pharisee 
states, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortionist, unjust, adulterers, or 
even as this publican.  The idea being Iôm better than everyone else.  Godôs word says this 
about pride: 

The wicked in his pride doth persecute the poor: Psalm 10:2 
The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: Psalm 10:4 
When pride cometh, then cometh shame: Proverbs 11:2 
Only by pride cometh contention: Proverbs 13:10 
The Lord will destroy the house of the proud: Proverbs 15:25  
Pride goeth before destruction: Proverbs 16:18 

Thank God there was not pride exhibited in that early church, only, Great Humility.  One of the 
words used most in the N.T. is tap-i-nosô meaning: base, cast down, humble, of low degree 
(estate), lowly.  In the parable sited previously it was said concerning the publican: he was, 
standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his 
breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. Luke 18:13 

And listen to the words of our Lord in contrasting the two: I tell you, this man went down to 
his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; 
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. Luke 18:14 

The word of God has a lot to say concerning humility, as well: 

James 4:6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but 
giveth grace unto the humble.  
 Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may 
exalt you in due time:  
Proverbs 16:19 Better it is to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the 
spoil with the proud.  
Proverbs 29:23 A manôs pride shall bring him low: but honor shall uphold the humble 
in spirit.  

The church that is not divided by issues of pride is a church that has unity.  They are of one 
mind and spirit, and they look out for each other and care for each other. In essence, they love 
one another! 

Until Next Time! 

Marks of Unity ð Humility        

with  Worship Pastor, Brandon Logsdon  

 

the  Illumination  

time. So it is imperative that we 
donôt spend the time we free up 
with things other than Christ.  It is 
imperative that as we fast we 
spend more time with Jesus.  
Spend more time in prayer.  Spend 
more time reading about Him. 
Spend more time seeking after 
Him.  Spend more time spreading 
the grace and good news of Jesus. 

We will be starting a new preach-
ing series in March that focuses on 
the life of Christ.  It is our desire 
that through this series you will 
come to know more about Jesus 
and come to know Him in a more 
intimate relationship.  That is why 
Jesus came.  That is why Jesus 
died.  So that you might have a 

close, intimate relationship with 
Him.  This Lenten season work 
to strengthen your spiritual life 
so that you will grow in your 
relationship with Christ. 

That I Might Know Him 

A WORD FROM PASTOR 
DAVE ELEIOTT 

The Lenten season runs entirely 
during the month of March.  Lent 
is a time of preparation.  Prepara-
tion for the remembrance of Je-
sus Christôs great sacrifice on the 
cross.  It is also preparation for 
what I believe is the holiest day 
in the Christian calendar; Resur-
rection Sunday or Easter.   

We prepare for this season by 
fasting, prayer, benevolence and 
repentance.  This fasting can take 
many forms.  It can be a fast 
from eating a meal or many 
meals.  It can be a fast from en-
tertaining ourselves.  It should be 
a fast from anything that crowds 
Jesus out of our hearts.  This fast 
is meant to free up some of our 
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Home of Hope a Faith base 
solution to life controlling abus-
es of drugs and alcohol.  

Seeds of Hope hunger and 
homelessness persists in Casa 
Grande, despite our communi-
tyôs growth and change. The 
hungry include severely impov-
erished families and individu-
als, and families or individuals 
who are unemployed. The ñHot 
Lunch Programò operates with 
volunteers. Pray that they will 
continue to get the volunteers 
to help with the program.  

American Indian Christian 
Mission Pray for the new thrift 

store the students, staff and 
ministry teams worked this year 
to build provide funds for the 
needs of student activities that 
they have not had before. 

 United Christian Youth Camp 
(UCYC) pray for the staff, pro-
grams, and safety of the children 
& the planting of mustard seeds 
as our children learn and grow in 
Christ. 

 Good News Production Pray 
for their continued success as 
they utilizes and provides tech-
nology to spread the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ worldwide. 

Harvest Heralds (Africa) pray 
for Minister Richard Mabeya at 

Ongata Rongai, Kenya. Pray 
for his family's health, safety 
and continue to be a living ex-
ample and to bring others to 
Christ in Africa. They have al-
so started a Bible college as a 
way to train men and women 
for leadership in their 20 
churches. 

  
 Wycliffe Bible Translators 
(Solomon Islands) Pray for 
the Montgomery family for 
their re-adjustment to life in 
America, Additional monthly 
financial support, The editing 
of the Wala New Testament 
recording, Lee as he prepares 
for the Banquet tour and his  

new role with Wycliffe. 

Black Forest Academy Pray 
for the Maier family health, 
safety they will be ministering 
at the Black Forest Academy 
Missionaries in Germany... 

 Adonai International (Aaron 
& Katie Eleiott Ficker) Pray for 
His provision-not just finan-
cially but for others who feel 
the call to come alongside to 
help for the  
needed expansion of Clinic 
Services, Feeding Programs 
and an Acute Care  Facility. 

Team Expansion Pray for 
Rodney & Linda Petersonôs 
success in their role training 
missionaries before they de-

part so that theyôll be well ad-
justed and most effective in the 
field. 
  

ŀǎ ǿŜ gather

mission news

MISSIONARY  
PRAYER NEEDS  

 Then the officials said to the king, "This man should be put to death. He is discouraging the 
soldiers who are left in this city, as well as all the  people, by the things he is saying to 
them. This man is not seeking the good of these people but their ruin." "He is in your 
hands," King Zedekiah answered. "The king can do nothing to oppose you." So they took 
Jeremiah and put him into the cistern of Malkijah, the king's son, which was in the court-
yard of the guard. They lowered Jeremiah by ropes into the cistern; it had no water in it, 
only mud and Jeremiah sank down into the mud. -Jeremiah 38:4 -6 (NIV)  

Jeremiah was lowered in to this cistern to die. 

The men putting him in it weren't playing around. They weren't playing a joke on him nor did they 
intend to leave him there for a couple of days so he would "learn his lesson." Their intent was to kill 
him- slowly. He had been speaking God's truth to them and they didn't like it. Instead of listening to 
his words and repenting or changing their ways, they refused to believe what he was saying. In order 
to stop the conflict, their resolution was to kill him. 

The true calling of a Christian is not easy. It's not all celebration and fun. There is a lot of work, cuts, 
bruises, scars, hunger, disappointment, and rejection. Bringing the truth into a world that does not 
want it is tough. It's even harder when the ones rejecting it are the ones you love the most. But it's 
vitally important that we push along and never give up, even when we find ourselves stuck in the 
mud.  

Although we don't have cisterns around today, the evil spirit of the world is on people just the same. 
They may not be lowering us in to real cisterns with mud for a slow death, but thanks to the evil one, 
being stuck in the mud of emotional scarring and rejection is still very prevalent. That kind of attack 
can hurt much more and last much longer than a slow death from dehydration or starvation. 

On those occasions when you find yourself stuck in the mud, remember that you are joining a great 
lineage of people who changed the world as we know it. Keep speaking the word of God, keep telling 
the truth, and you will play a part in changing the world, too. Jeremiah was eventually pulled back 
out of the cistern and given food. Don't let a little mud get you down. Trust in the Lord, hold on to 
Him, and keep speaking the truth in love. It will make a difference. The word of the Lord never re-
turns void. 

ΦΦΦŀ ǿƻǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ϧ CŀƳƛƭȅ tŀǎǘƻǊ Ϥ Paul Adams

 

Stuck in  
the Mud



{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ 9ƭŘŜǊΣ 
5Ŝƴƴƛǎ YŀƘƭ 

Well, here it is March already. Seems like we just celebrated Christmas and New Years.  

Winter is about over and you know what that means, ñSpring is right around the corner.ò Spring Break for 
the kids, trees budding out, flowers blooming, weeds growing and the grass is coming back to life. Sounds 
like a busy time of year. Just like the old saying, ñMarch comes in like a lion, but, goes out like a lamb. What 
does that saying mean to you? In the beginning there is going to be a lot of bad weather, wind, rain and 
snow, but as the month goes on it will get better; sunny and pleasant temperatures.  

What about your spiritual life? This time of the year it always seems tough; still paying for Christmas, and 
now its time for income taxes and it wonôt be long; it will be vacation time. Iôm sure many think to them-
selves, ñOh no, what am I going to do?ò  

I think about the scripture Matthew 14:13; it tells about how Jesus departed by boat; but, the people followed 
him on foot. When Jesus seen this he had compassion on them, and even healed their sick. At evening time 
he even fed them with just 5 loaves and 2 fish, and everyone had enough to eat. If this isnôt enough to build 
your faith; then what happens next should. Jesus sends his disciples away in a boat while he goes up on the 
mountain and prays. With the boat out in the sea, it starts getting tossed by the waves, for the wind was con-
trary. When Jesus sees them in trouble he starts to walk to them on the water. The disciples thought it was a 
spirit and became afraid. Jesus told them, ñBe not afraid.ò Peter then said, ñIf it is thou, could he come to 
Him.ò Jesus said, ñcome,ò Peter got out of the boat and started to walk to Him on water. When the wind 
came up he was afraid and started to sink. Peter called out, ñLord save me,ò and immediately Jesus stretched 
out His hand and caught him and said unto him, ñYou of little faith, why did you doubt?ò When they got 
back into the boat the wind ceased and they realized He was the Son of God.  

This is a great story to read, take a moment and look it up and read Matthew 14: 13-33; I give you this story 
because this time of year we often have doubts and become one with little faith. But if you put your trust in 
God you too can ñwalk on water!ò  

So at the end of this month hopefully you will not only go out like a lamb but, with the Lamb.  

WHAT  CAN ̆±IFE GROUPṠ dDO FOR YOU? 

Ý Ý Ý Ý They provide an environment for 

the life change that Jesus Christ intends 

for every believer  

Ý Ý Ý Ý They provide a place to connect 

with others  

Ý Ý Ý Ý They give us others who we can 

be accountable to  

Ý Ý Ý Ý Real community can happen in an 

atmosphere of prayer and celebration  

Ý Ý Ý Ý It gives us an avenue for both 

service to one another and evangelism 

to the community to take place  

Pick up a catalog (catalogs are located in 

the foyer) or view online at www.cccg.net;  

to view the different types of groups, hosts, 

studies. Pick one and sign up!!  

Worship God, Make Disciples, Win the Lost and Care 
for Our Neighbor 

///D information

CCCGüs Mission Statement  

March Events 

Every TuesdayñTOPS (Taking off Lbs. Sensibly)  9:30a  
                               CMA 5:30p / AA & GA 6:30p  

Every Tuesday thru April 3rd ñ Choir Practice 7p 
      Orchestra Practice 8p  

Every WednesdayñWNL Programs  
           5:30p dinnerñ6:30-8p programs (Adults, Youth & 
Children Activities)  

Every ThursdayñAA 6:30p / HA 8p  

Every SundayñCMA 6p  

03/04 Camp Fundraiser òBake Saleó 8:30añ12:30p 

03/06 Elders Meeting 6:30p 

03/12ñ03/16 Spring Break Week 

03/13 Lead Time 6:30p 

03/15 Mission Meeting 7p  

03/23 Womenõs Retreat @ CCCG 6-9p 

03/24 Womenõs Retreat @ CCCG 9a-3p 

Please visit our website at www.cccg.net to view all 
events and their times. 

Life 
Group 
Corner 


