Pastoral Thought\

Successf ul

I am not a very handy person. There is not enough duct tape in the
world to make me a plumber. I know that you are supposed to measure
twice and cut once but I still can’t seem to cut the board to the right
length. I watch other people do construction work and they make it look
so easy. So I try. But forget about it. It looks like the work of some
two year old.

But building isn’t always about construction. We are all builders. We
build our own lives. We build our families. We build our children. We
build our fortune. We build businesses. We build our reputation. We
even build the church.

If we are smart builders we will consult experts. We even let some of
the experts do the building. Teachers teach our children. Doctors and
health professionals build our health. Financial planners advise us on
how to build our fortune. Counselors often help us build our marriages
and our families.

But in all of life the most necessary builder is the Lord. Psalm 127:1
says, “Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.”
The idea is, that we are entirely dependent on God. No matter what our
skill, our strength, or how hard we work - all will be in vain unless God
shall assist us. Proverbs 3: 5-6 says, “Trust in the LORD with all your
heart And do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways
acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.”

So whatever you are building, always keep in mind that a successful
builder depends upon the Lord for direction, strength and success. Eve-
ry decision, every move, every plan should be dependent upon the Lord.
Otherwise your work is in vain.

Pastor Dave
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Upcoming Events

Every Tuesday—TOPS 9:30a
CMA 5:30p/ AA & GA 6:30p

Every Wednesday—WNL Programs
5:30p dinner—6:30-8p
Adults, Youth & Children Activities
Every Thursday—AA 6:30p / HA 8p

Every Sunday—CMA 6p

9/3 Logsdon’s L.G. Date Night (dinner
& movie) Kick-Off Event 5:30p

9/5 Office Closed (Labor Day Holiday)

9/13 MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)

Reg. Meeting 9a

9/15 Missions Meeting 7p

9/18 65’ers Life Group (Potluck)
12:30p

9/20 MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)
Bible Study 9a

9/20 Lead Time 6:30p
9/23-25 Women'’s Retreat (@ UCYC

9/27 MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)
Bible Study 9a

Please visit our website at
WWW. C C etogviewm ellt events and
their times.

SPIRITUAL THOUGHTNVEDLER FRED WOODS

Do you have difficulty forgiving others?

For i f you forgive men w
heavenly Father wild/l al s
not forgive men their si
your sins. Matthew 6: 14

Instead of forgiveness, often times our human nature de-
sires justice and vengeance on those who have hurt us.
Forgiving others is just not that easy for a lot of believers.
Yet God has called us to forgive those who have sinned
against us, so let’s take a brief look at this common issue.

First of all, un-forgiveness is detrimental to our wellbe-
ing. Anger that is not properly dealt with keeps popping
up from the past. Have you ever felt anger from a present
situation triggering memories of past situations or people,
things that happened 6 months, 2 years or maybe 25 years
ago? These recurring memories haunt us, painful remind-
ers of past events that are long forgotten by everyone but
me. Or maybe you are a scorecard person, keeping track
of wrongs done to you by everyone in your life? All of
this takes a considerable amount of emotional energy to
control, and sometimes just the littlest comment can set us
off on a course that we regret later.

So we need to see that God’s command for us to forgive
others mainly benefits us. After all, the person we are
carrying the grudge against is probably not at all affected
by our feelings, and most likely has long forgotten the is-
sue.

So how do we get there? Forgiveness is foremost a deci-
sion. It is a decision to obey God, I choose to forgive
Not because the person you are forgiving is nec-
essarily deserving but simply because you love God and
want to obey Him. When I first did this, my emotions
were not aligned with my decision to forgive. So I had to
pray each day that God would align my emotions with my
decision to forgive. This did not happen overnight, but
after praying this prayer for about a month it did happen.
I was set free from un-forgiveness. And once I learned
how to truly forgive, forgetting followed as well.

Now, I can honestly pray for God to bless my enemies,
those who have deeply hurt me, and it is a joy to be free to
obeyGod! So i f the Son sets
indeed. John 8: 36

In Christ, Fred
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Have you ever had those days, weeks, months, where you just feel like
you’ve been a punching bag for a heavyweight boxer. Maybe it’s be-
cause of things others have done to you, and maybe it’s because you’ve
fallen again and you just wonder when it’s going to stop. Many Godly
men in the scriptures have been through this same feeling from Job to
David, to Paul. In 2 Corinthians 12:8-9, we see that Paul pleaded with
the Lord to take away the thorn in the flesh, but Jesus tells Paul, “My
grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weak-
ness.” WOW! What a wonderful promise from Jesus. His grace is suf-
ficient! There is no work, no thing, you can do to earn God’s love be-
cause His grace is sufficient. His grace is all you need, “for it is by
grace you have been saved through faith, and not of yourself but it is the
gift of God, not of works lest anyone should boast” Ephesians 2:8-9.

Also Jesus’ strength is made perfect in weakness. We must decrease
that Jesus might increase. When we are going through these times do
we fight in our own strength to overcome, or do we depend on Jesus.
Do we try to increase to compensate for our struggles, or do we de-
crease knowing that Jesus’ strength is made perfect in our weakness. [
want to encourage you this month, that no matter what you are going
through, turn to Jesus, depend upon Jesus, and know that Jesus loves
you. Ilove the movie Facing the Giants, the coach was going through a
lot of struggles to keep his job, to make it financially, and to have a
child. In the midst of all that he depended on Jesus and told himself
that he would praise God in the good times, and he would praise God in
the bad times. I pray that is the conviction of our heart as well.

VERSE OF THE MONTH

I will praise you, O Lord, among the nations; I will sing of you
among the peoples. For great is your love, reaching to the heavens;
your faithfulness reaches to the skies. Be exalted, O God, above
the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth.

-- Psalm 57: 9-11
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Life Group Corner

Lots of fun with the recent triple digit heat; have you ever
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Got quotes to fix sprinkler valves & trimming of the drive-
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Power washer hose news. ... blew a pinhole in it and tried
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Going to fix the cracks in the parking lot this fall. Need a
secretary to get me quotes though. Pretty much need help
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..a word from the Youth & Family Pastor ~ Paul Adams...

M)w how it is...from the moment you open your eyes until you shut them at bedtime you %nterrupt

terruption. Let's faeavi all are busy. Yet that doesn't excuse the fact that we must make Bible stu
regular part of our schedule. So here is an easy way for you to at least have a 'spiritual snack' eac
this week. Happy eating!

Monday

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against vy,
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecute

were before you. (Matthew12}11
Thoughts about todayds verse

For most who can read this message, the sentiments of this verse seem foreign. But among those
persecution, believers in Christ are enduring perhaps the greatest amount of persecution in the his
For those of us who live in cozy places where belief is tolerated and Christians are just considered|’
of touch, we need to be thankful that our lives make enough of a distinction from our culture to be
a bit unfavorably. But at the same time, we need to pray for other believers throughout the world
the wrath of hell for the faith.

My Prayer

Great Deliverer, we have many who call on your name with faith in Jesus who face persecution &

time of persecution. | pray that their sufferings will be the source of powerful withess so others w
great value of Jesus and our allegiance to him. This | pray in his precious and holy name. Amen.
Tuesday

Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe. (Proverbs 29:25)
Thoughts about today's verse

Fear is such a paralyzing emotion. It robs us vitaliyndkitigiability, and strength. Courage helps us
of fear's paralysis and turn its nervous edge into power. But this kind of courage comes to us fully
that all that Satan and his allies can really have of us is our bodies. He cannot take our mind, out
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@most of all, he cannot take our relationship with God, given to us through Jesus. /D/
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m Prayer

O Savior, my Great Redeemer, thank you for triumphing over all that | fear through Jesus. You h
me a hero | trust, but a hope by which | can live victoriously. Through my Conquering King, | thanl

Thursday

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us ney
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead) (1 Peter 1:3

Thoughts about today's verse

The great truth about Jesus' empty tomb is not that he is risen, but that he is living! His victory ¢
shorlived, it was ultimate. He now lives to make intercession for us until he can return and bring
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Missions News
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Home of alffaitip ase solution to life controlling
abuses of drugs and alcohol.
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Our life is hidden with him so that no one and nothing can take it from us. When he appears, we will get :

his neveending glory. How can we not praise God for such grace? Ltetrztg gﬁf wltgt:aegprr]og{aem ¢ h uhr Cv\t‘ ’

My Prayer Ame r i can ndi'an Cci?rayiforthéraew Mi
’t r|ft§t@rp @ehﬁtyﬁentq staff (? ? gpigistry; tgams worked

Almighty God, | praise you from the bottom of my heart for your incredible and glorious grace thaf has br nr? r to byyldjprovide funds for the needs of student

nal victory out of mortal anguish. Thank you for paying the price to make it so. You are marvelous bt ctivities that they have not had before.

words and worthy of more praise than all your children's voices together can tell. My Hope will liv
he is risen and reigning as Lord. To you be all honor, glory, and majesty forever, and ever, Amen!
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Friday

Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth. (Proverbs 27:1)

Thoughts about today's verse

&Grow d o (INe avis i ¢ Rpadl forcthein continued suc-
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Don't you have your hands full today? Don't you find yourself distracted from the urgent and impgrtant tf e the Gospeg of Jesus Chrigh worldgidep t e mb e r

day by worrying about the problems of tomorrow and fantasizing about all the possibilities down the roac -

waste of time to be anxious about those things you have no influence over? So why...? "HB T Vs t  He r a praydor MinsterrRiclaa Ma-
beya at Ongata Rongai, Kenya. Pray for his family's

My Prayer health, safety and continue to be a living example and to

God, give me the strength to seize the moment and live the life today that will please you and bless other bring others to Christ in Africa. They have also started a

heart feel the urgency of today and act with boldness, kindness, and salvation instead of worryir

gsom

what may happen. Give me the immediacy of the moment | see in your son's ministry. Thro@
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MISSIONARY’
PRAYER NEEDS

" Bible college as a way to train men and women for lead-

ership in their 20 churches.

Wycliffe Bible
the Montgomery family for their re-adjustment to life in
America, Additional monthly financial support, The edit-
ing of the Wala New Testament recording, Lee as he
prepares for the Banquet tour and his new role with
Whycliffe.

Bl ack For est Prap doa the Milgier family
health, safety they will be ministering at the Black Forest
Academy Missionaries in Germany...

Adonai | nt gAarom & iKatia &lkiott Ficker)

Trans | aPragfors

Pray for His provision-not just financially but for others
who feel the call to come alongside to help for the need-
ed expansion of Clinic Services, Feeding Programs and
an Acute Care Facility.

Team Ex p &PragfordRondney & Linda Peterson’s

success in their role training missionaries before they

depart so that they’ll be well adjusted and most effective
in the field.
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